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Abstract

In this paper we describe the successful results obtained on novices
recognizing/acquiring teacher professional competence based on problem
solving/finding abilities with practical know-how related to contemporary school
education problems. Over the past academic year, we have developed the
curricula of master programs for teachers’ higher professions, including a course
program for novices treated as a teacher at public schools practicing through
one-day school practices every week for a period of 15 weeks. The graduate
school with the master’s program started in April 2008.

The 10 novices who graduated from our university or other national/private
universities at the end of March 2008 were asked to make a report concerning
practice or experience at each school. They loaded up their reports to the proper
blog system, the so-called Collammu, formed by Collaboration &
Communication,” reformed “OpenPNE” by us, one of the sns engine, social
networking services, available through the internet.

After their academic advisers read each report thoroughly, they interactively

loaded up their comments with professional and encouraging aspects to assist



the novices into “Collammu.” Moreover, each novice has an opportunity every
week to meet his or her own two academic advisers and to get direct advice and
comments from them Each group has of three or four novices and two advisers.
They have chances to make themselves conscious of self-problems regarding the
teacher profession through group discussions and self-group reflections.

We analyze or scrutinize each content of the practice reports at school, based
on individual practices by 10 novices, from the five aspects of the teaching

» »

profession: “school education and teachers’ professionalism,” ”school/classroom

» »

management,” “subject teaching,” "curriculum/course standard,” and ”student
guidance.” In analyzing the reports as mentioned above, we extract each unit
of word or context from the contents of the reports from the five professional
aspects, and we assign each aspect with two viewpoints, namely,
perception/awareness and behavior/activity. Also, each viewpoint is divided
into three levels from the aspect of evaluation. We summarized and formalized
the results as shown in Fig. 4-1~4-10, according to each novice through the
processing ways mentioned above.

We can conclude that the curriculum with school practice programs for novices
is thoroughly able to recognize his/her self-problems in the teacher’s profession
and to achieve the high levels of competence prominently functioned as

expected.



