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The Effectiveness of the Modified Picture Exchange Communication
System (PECS) Interventions for Supporting a Non-verbal Child with
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) to Improve Their Communication

Skills in an Unfriendly Environment for the Intervention
Student Number 22M22015 Vongheuangsy Bounpaserth

This study examined the effectiveness of the modified PECS in improving the request skills for a non-verbal child
with ASD at Vientiane Autism Center in Laos. In the modified PECS, five different play activities, which
included his circumscribed interests, were embedded into the daily schedule to elicit his request
behaviors. The results indicated that the child acquired skills in Phase I to III with a complete decrease in negative
behaviors. However, the social validation interview revealed that his parents and some teachers remained suspicious
to the effectiveness and efficiency of modified PECS. Other participants were likely to support modified PECS and
showed willingness to use the strategy in near future. The factors differentiating the two groups seemed to be their
educational background and teaching experiences.

Keywords: Autism spectrum disorder (ASD), circumscribed interests, picture exchange communication system
(PECS), Laos

YAOARTY T RETADAE3—T T —ADEL

NZEEEMEZLEE
AT E22M22016  LIN YIQIAN

SERENT L0 R ORI R B R AR De T — =0 21F, IEIEH SR TWADR, Eiro D
LDE LT, FHMBECTERZRLSTLEY, FETIHENED L TLED ZERBTHNATND,
FEEREHF S De T —= 0 ICBIT DA V2 —T 2 — AT A L OEEN L LK EREND, K
HRETIE, e7—=0 T DA U F—T7 2— AL FEEROBEEIZIERL, ~A 7B AT v T+ AZT 4D
A B —T 2 —ADKEEEY, {2 —T 22— ZADWEINFEERICED X 5 0B % RIFTONE
Bl T ZE R A E Lz, 2O, v X —T 2 — AT E R T o F LTIED 50, ~A
T BAT T« ART 4B AIERGEOFE 2 —F{To TWUES N T — ¥ 2o Lz, fEfke L
T, EROFEA 2 —T 2= A% LT FEEHEOFERIL, LA V¥ —T = — A5 L72%
BHEOFEEIV L, 2 TCOFEHPE Lo o7, WSRO EE L QL U2 (BEm A R Sz
B, A H—T 2 — AL FHBEICBE L CERR LN -7z, FEME O TR RICAE
HEWVDURINT, ZADLDORERND, ARG CRINCIERT 2 ERTIL, SRpITE 72
KELBTTEZDMERD D, THREMERETIIA V¥ — 7 = — ANFERTENC R % 5 2 720
HEMEINE 2 DT, 1%, A v Z—T =—AD EOEOEFNFE IR O ZEL 5.2 5D 0D
A SN D Z LRI SN D, £, MENICFEROLB(LEFSRTE DL IR LT
A B =7 2 —ZADFHl & 1% Ok & T EO R Z ERANCIHETT 2 Z E N ARBIC R o T2 & W R D,

Keywords : f > #—7 = —RA, FHER, FHE ~A I 0RT T  RAXT 4, e T—= T



A Comparative Study of Grammatical Items in Elementary School

English Textbooks in China and Japan
Student Number 22M22017 GONG YIFAN

This study started by introducing the situation of English grammar education and the content of grammar in
curriculum standards in elementary schools in China and Japan. Then, I analyzed the characteristics of grammatical
items in textbooks from 3 aspects: frequency, saliency, and functional value. Next, I picked up the “simple past” to
do a deeper analysis, and made activity plans.

The main findings of the research are: 1). Both of the two countries emphasize the importance of practical use and
context in grammar learning. Besides, the largest occurrences of required grammatical items can be seen in the
category “audio texts” in China, while those in Japan are present in the category “audio only”. 2). In both countries,
each textbook unit contains a section with saliency. In China, the section “Let’s wrap it up” summarizes the
regularities of grammar. Meanwhile, the expressions in the section “Enjoy Communication” in Japan can be regarded
as the basic sentences of the unit. 3). As for the grammatical item “simple past”, pupils in China are expected to
understand its usage as a tense, while the focus in Japan is the past forms with high use frequency.

This study can possibly help front-line teachers to deeply and comprehensively understand the textbooks for daily
teaching. And perhaps it can become an attempt to make good use of textbooks and select appropriate teaching
methods in teaching English in elementary schools.

Keywords : comparative study, elementary schools, textbooks analysis, English grammar, curriculum
standards
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Conducting Lesson Study to Foster Students' Mathematical Thinking-

based Education in the Republic of Nicaragua
Student Number 22M22021 Velasquez Castillo Melissa Lizbeth

Japanese Lesson Study has been attracting international attention to improve mathematics lessons. The Republic
of Nicaragua is also introducing the Japanese teaching style, and the purpose of this study is to identify perspectives
and methods for rooting a culture of Lesson Study in the country and improving the quality of mathematics lessons.
In particular, the study will position the creation of lessons that enhance mathematical thinking as a perspective for
Lesson Study.

However, since the experience of conducting Lesson Study outside of Japan has faced struggles due to
differences in culture, beliefs, and educational systems, it is necessary to gain a deep understanding of each stage of
the Lesson Study process in Japan and adapt it to the situation in the Republic of Nicaragua.

In this research, a Lesson Study cycle was carried out with university students; this trial is the first step to include
Lesson Study and make a shift in the mindset of teachers to obtain a real change in teaching style and prioritize
student learning.

Keywords : Lesson Study, adaptation, mathematical thinking, teacher training
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A Study of CLIL English Classes for Japanese and Chinese Junior High

Schools Through Questionnaires and Textbook Analysis
Student Number 22M22028 LUO MIMI

This study aims to clarify the situation and issues of Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) English
classes in Japanese and Chinese junior high schools through questionnaires and textbook analyses.

This study conducted a questionnaire survey using open-ended questions with eight junior high school English
teachers (four Japanese and four Chinese). The results showed that teachers mainly have positive opinions on CLIL,
but considering students’ actual English competencies, the length of classes, and the burden on teachers, they believe
that the full implementation of CLIL is still difficult. There is also a need to make more efforts in the design of CLIL
lesson plans, and the support for teachers. Besides, teachers in Japan may have more consciousness to combine
English with subject knowledge than teachers in China.

Additionally, textbooks called NEW CROWN English Series in Japan and Go for it! in China were analyzed from
the CLIL perspective. The results demonstrated that they include materials that can be used for CLIL, and it is
possible to make CLIL lesson plans based on these materials.

This study may provide some inspiration on how to use CLIL to improve the use of knowledge from other subjects
in English classes, so as to change the current situation in English teaching, which seems to lead to lack of interest
among learners.

Keywords: CLIL, junior high school English, teachers’ perceptions, textbooks, lesson plans
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Reserved Narratives and Perceiving Readers:

Shaun Tan’s Works as English Text for Proactive Learning
Student Number 22M22032 OKADA Hanae

This thesis aims to demonstrate how we could utilize Shaun Tan’s works as English educational materials which,
I believe, will encourage students to be proactive learners. In the present paper, | have emphasized these two features.

One is that we found that his picture books are “reserved narratives.” That is to say, since they seldom narrate what
is happening in the books, readers need to interpret their own stories with their own words. In addition, various
symbols and dark incidents are integrated within unrealistic worlds as if they are the matters occurring around us.
Interestingly, Tan insists readers should feel fear and perplexed because they feel that they are encouraged to rethink
their habits and trivial matters. Through Tan’s skill to narrate text/pictures, the characters are generated, his “hidden
pathways” are essential since they overcome and reconsider the situations and provide readers with “new”
perspectives.

The other was that we realized mainly three things that we should care about when we use them as materials. First,
to put several questions which encouraged them to feel as if they were around themselves by preparing handouts.
Questions in there should lead them to read more closely and notice several devices. The second was to take enough
time for sharing. That stimulates the participants to reread and learn interactively. The third was to also put questions
so that they are interested in the English words and expressions by connecting the illustrations. Considering the
importance of self-assessment, we have suggested carrying out those activities with Shaun Tan’s works.

This study is an insight to the science of education because it tries to reveal the possibility of proactive learning.

Keywords: reserved narratives, postmodern picture book, English education, hidden pathway, proactive learning
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