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English Extensive Reading Training to Improve English
Learners’ Word Memorization and Learning Abilities

—Cases of Chinese Primary School and High School Students—
Student Number 22M23007 CHEN KEXIN

This study explores the effectiveness of extensive reading in enhancing vocabulary acquisition,
reading comprehension, and motivation among Chinese primary and high school students learning
English. By utilizing pre- and post-tests, the study evaluates the impact of extensive reading training
that students can select books that suit their own level and preferences from the options provided.
Results reveal significant improvements in Cloze test scores, particularly for students who reported
better understanding of story content during reading. Primary school students benefited from
simplified storybooks, showing increased confidence and seemed to show better memorization of
vocabulary. High school students, engaging with more complex texts, demonstrated better
comprehension and application of learned vocabulary. These findings suggest that extensive reading
promotes natural language processing by exposing students to the vocabulary in context and
encouraging enjoyable learning experiences. The integration of extensive reading into educational
curricula has the potential to address challenges in exam-focused learning environments, making
English education more engaging and effective for diverse age groups and learning levels.

Keywords : extensive reading, vocabulary acquisition, motivation, reading comprehension,
language learning strategies
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Teaching Patriotism in Schools

—Perspectives of Japanese and Ghanaian Teachers—

Student Number 22M23010 Okota-Wilson Nicholas

This qualitative study explored Japanese and Ghanaian teachers’ understanding of patriotism,
their views on teaching it in schools, and its relationship with global citizenship. This study employed
the purposive sampling technique. Online interviews were used to collect data. Braun and Clarke’s
reflexive thematic analysis was used to analyze the data for the findings. The findings showed that
Japanese teachers’ understanding of patriotism was cultural heritage, concerned, and role-based
kinds of patriotism. Developing students’ independent thinking skills, addressing misconceptions,
and knowing how to act as a Japanese were reasons some teachers would teach patriotism. Some
teachers used impartial pedagogy to handle patriotic-related topics whilst others avoided it.
Ghanaian teachers understood patriotism as both nationalistic and constructive. And the reason for
teaching patriotism is to prepare students for citizenship. To Ghanaian teachers, patriotism should
be promoted in schools by rational means. This study provides evidence for the role of schools in
patriotic education by having open discussions about the good and bad of patriotism to equip
students with emotional and reasoning skills to make decisions and judgments about it and the need
to connect patriotism to global citizenship.

Keywords : patriotism, reasons to teach patriotism in schools, approaches to handling, patriotism
in schools, global citizenship
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A Study of Different Types of Lexical Chunk: From
the Analysis of High School Textbooks and the Dictation

Abilities of Learners at Different Levels
Student Number 22M23020 ZHANG YAOFANG

This study investigates the application of different types of lexical chunks in high school
English textbooks and examines the different chunk dictation abilities of learners at different
levels. The research first analyzed high school English textbooks of Japan and China to identify
which type of lexical chunks are emphasized in the textbooks. After that, an experiment
involving a dictation test and questionnaire was conducted among high school students to
explore their lexical chunk dictation abilities and their lexis learning strategies. The results
indicate that while collocations are prominently featured in the textbooks, other types of lexical
chunks, particularly idioms, are often overlooked. Furthermore, findings from the experiment
reveal significant differences in dictation abilities among students of different levels. Correlation
analysis further demonstrates a link between students’ dictation abilities and their awareness
and use of lexical chunks. This study tries to explore which kind of lexical chunk is emphasized
in the textbooks and which is better recognized by students. The results will give some
implication on the lexis-related teaching method in language teaching, which will accordingly
contribute to the science of education.

Keywords : lexical chunks, Lexical Approach, English textbooks, chunk listening,
correlation analysis
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Oral Interaction Activities in the Japanese EFL Context: An
Analysis of Junior High School Textbooks and Learners’

Perceptions
Student Number 22M23022 Haruna Shiga

Suggestions have been made from the perspectives of “self” to better understand L2 learning
motivation, with scholars discussing the potential effectiveness of learners’ clear and plausible
future visions. However, in EFL contexts such as Japan, scaffolding learners to find personal
connection to the language remains a great challenge.

Acknowledging such circumstances, this study explores oral interaction activities at the junior
high school level as a potential resource for exposing learners to various English-speaking
situations that may help them develop their own visions as English users. A textbook analysis and
a questionnaire survey based on five different conversation situations were conducted. The results
suggest that 1) incorporating diverse English-speaking situations (e.g. traveling overseas, asking
a stranger for help) may provide a greater sense of practicality for learners; and 2) effective use of
conversation models may be attained by understanding the traits of different situation models,
such as attainable school life settings, overseas scenarios with practicality, or challenging contexts
like studying abroad. The findings contribute to the field of Educational Science by suggesting a
potential approach to encourage learners to establish their own relationship with what they learn,
through further investigation into the effectiveness and practical use in actual EFL classrooms.

Keywords : oral interaction, EFL, speaking (interaction), motivation, conversation models
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A STUDY ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TEACHER TRAINING
PROGRAMS IN GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION: INSIGHTS
FROM TEACHERS PARTICIPATING IN PROGRAMS PROVIDED BY

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Student Number 22M23025 LUO GUYUE

This study investigates the significance of teacher training programs in Global Citizenship
Education (GCED), focusing on insights from teachers participating in programs provided by
international organizations. Through semi-structured interviews with four teachers from Japan and
Korea, the research explores the impact of these training programs on participants’ knowledge,
teaching practices, and mindset shifts. Key findings reveal that the programs enhance educators’
understanding of global interconnectedness, cultural diversity, and sustainable development while
fostering practical skills for integrating GCED principles into classroom practices. By synthesizing
participant narratives, this study highlights the transformative potential of GCED training
programs in bridging local and global educational goals, emphasizing their role in developing
inclusive, action-oriented pedagogy. The findings contribute to the broader discourse on teacher
capacity building, offering recommendations for improving program design and addressing gaps in
implementation. Furthermore, this research underscores the importance of GCED training as a
vital component in advancing educational science, fostering a more sustainable and interconnected
global society.

Keywords : global citizenship education, interview survey, teacher training, international
organizations, international understanding
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A Research Study on the Sense of Community in Japanese
Junior High Schools

—A Consideration from the Perspective of Teachers’ Classroom Management —
Student Number 22M23028 HUAMAN PALOMINO KATIA SARA

There is a basic belief that group work is very important in Japanese education and that
teachers make a great effort to build that sense of community in their classrooms. Of course, it makes
great contributions to students’ performance in school and society, such as social order compared to
other countries, whereas on the other side, drawbacks can be hidden when trying to achieve it. The
purpose of the current research is to understand Japanese teachers’ perceptions about managing a
classroom towards a Sense of Community building by the year 2024, their concerns about it, and
whether it strengthens or affects students negatively. The paradigm of this study was the qualitative
ethnographic method, and the techniques were (a) direct observation using field notes as a tool and
(b) a qualitative survey whose instrument was an online questionnaire. The latter was applied to 3
Japanese teachers at Kyoyama Junior High School, randomly selected. The result of this study
reaffirms that SoC building in Japanese classrooms is as important as building academic skills due
to personal and social well-being, for students’ adulthood life as well as for communication abilities
development, whereas creating a strong sense of community must not be overthought. Still, there
are conflicts while constructing it such as the dichotomy between being aware of others or being
aware of oneself, concern about students with passive personality, limited positive responses to SoC,
and the supremacy of majority rules. Finally, this investigation also discloses some classroom
dynamics strategies that enhance SoC building.

Keywords : history of Japanese classroom management, classroom management,
sense of community, community of practice, tokubetsu katsudo
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