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Contemporary Educational Psychology

Within-year changes in children's intrinsic and extrinsic motivational
orientations: Contextual predictors and academic outcomes

Jennifer Henderlong Corpus *. Megan 5. McClintic-Gilbert, Amynta 0. Hayenga
Departmest of Prychalogy, Reed Cullage. 3203 SE Woodstook Ald, Pomiand, O 97202, Uninad Sanes

ARTICLE INFOD ABSTRACT

Articke bisra:
il arine 12 Febauiny 2008

amang a large sample (M =

The present study was designed ta investigate the nature, fiming, and camelates of motivational charge
1051) of third. through eighth-grade students. Analyses of within.year

changes in students’ mativational arientations revealed that bath imtrinsic and extrinsic mativations

Ry decreased from £l to spring, with declines in intrinsic mativation especially pronaunced for the adales
wation cents and declines in exirinse motivation especially pronounced for the elementary students. These

DM"MN“‘,"","'_“':‘“ changes in motivation were cxplained, in part, by shifts in students' perceptions of the school goal can

Sehanl canbme tet. Findlings suggested that typical age-related declines in intrinsic motivation may be minimized by 2

Acaiemic achiesement

sthocd-wite focus on masiery gaals. Fanally, the patential academic consequences of students’ motiva

tianal arientanians were examined with 2 series of hierarchical mulriple regressions. Intrinsic motivatian
and classroom achievement appeared to influence one another i a pasitive and reciprocal Rshicn, Poor
classroom performance minimally predicted higher levels of extrinsic motivation, but extrinsic motiva
t3an was ot a source of low classroam grades

& 2009 Elsevier Inc. Al rights reserved.

In ancient times scholars worked for their own improvement;
fowadays they seek anly to win the approval of othess.
Confucius, Analects 1424 (551-479 BCE)

1. Introduction

The question of what mativates chikiren's behavior in achieve-
MIenL CONTEXES 5 one of leng-standing inlerest o psychologists and
educatars. Much of the research in this area has classified motiva-
tion as either intrinsic inherent to the self or the Lask) or extrin-

sie [ie. o fram outside af the self
students are often thought 1o be leaming e
leariting of a5 & means [o some other end, whether it be praise,
tangible rewards, or meeting the demands of powerlul autharity
Hgures

The contrast between intrinsic and extrinsic motivations is
meaningful, in part, because of their academic eorrelates. In
achievement contexts, intrinsic motivarion has been associated
wills & bost of positive aulcomes including positive affect (Golt-
fried, 1985, 1950; Harter, 1981; Harter, Whitesell, & Kowalski
1902; Ryan & Dei, 2000, ereativity [ Amabile, 1995), adaptive eap-

Fay: +1 503 777 7785,
terred edu (K. Carpes]

E-mif address: hes

01361 -476NS - see Bunt mumer © 2009 Els
dai: | LL01G)]codpeych 2009.01 01

Inc. A sighes peserved.

ing steategies (Boggiano, 1998; Ryan & Connell, 1959) academic
exgagernent [Otis. Grouzer, & Pelletier, 2005; Ryan & Connell.
ion ad pleasure reading [Guthrie et al_
2004; Wigheld & Guthrie, 1997, deep can-
strategies (Meece, Blumenfeld, & Hoyle, 1983,
Pintrich & Garcia, 1991; Rijaver. Saric, & Miljkovic, 2003, and aca-
demic achievement a3 indexed by standardized tests and class-
roam grades (Boggiane, 1998; Goitfried, 198!
ngas, 2005; Miseeanding, 1006}, Extr
other hand, has been associated with negative emations (Dawson
& Mcinerey, 2001; Harter et al,, 1992 Ryan & Connell, 1989), mal-
Ryan & Connell, 1958),

metivation, on the

however, 2 unifarmly negative motivat
tion is predictive of bath seil-regulation { Miller, Greene, Montalve,
Ravindran, & Nichals, 1596] and pusitive adjustment 1o high scheal
(O et al, 2005). Although it may net have the same sustaining
power a8 intrinsic mativation. extrinsic motivation is arguably nec-
essary at times and, ar the very least, Indicates some Euwelumll
with the bearning process (see Lepper & Henderlang, 20400)

LI, Develapmental charge

Given the predictive power of students” intrinsic and extrinsic
Lations, it is impartant o investigate how these

forms of moetivation might change with development (see Murphy
& Alexander, 2000; Pintrich, 2003 ). There is a fairly strong consensus

Jennifer Henderlong Corpus *, Megan S. McClintic-Gilbert, Amynta O. Hayenga (2009)
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Fig. 1. Mean levels of intrinsic and extrinsic motivations by grade level from the fall
survey administration.
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